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Margeurite Pettus  

Originally from Minneapolis, Minnesota, Margeurite Pettus, 32, graduated from Minneapolis 

South High School in 2004. Margeurite attended the University of Minnesota, Twin Cities, 

earning a Bachelor of Science (B.S.) in Water Land Management, Water Resources, in 2008. 

That same year, she started working for the Hennepin County Department of Environmental 

Services as a environmental protection specialist. 

“I went to work for Hennepin County straight out of college,” Margeurite said. “My job involved 

inspecting small-business sites to make sure used oil, paint thinner, fluorescent light bulbs and 

other hazardous waste were being handled correctly.” 
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In 2014, Margeurite began a new job with the Minnesota Geological Survey. She traveled the 

state in all weather conditions gathering case, screen and pump data on water wells—more than 

533,000 water wells have been drilled across Minnesota’s 87 counties. Working outdoors on 

location could be grueling, and Margeurite felt inspired to further her education. 

“I was looking for a career change,” she said. “The legal profession sounded interesting, and I 

decided to take the Introduction to the Law and Contracts class at Inver Hills Community 

College to learn more. I loved the class and learning about legal principals. I’ve always excelled 

at writing, and I enjoy legal analysis and thinking critically. I felt the legal industry was a natural 

fit and one I would excel at.” 

Margeurite set her sights on earning the Post-Graduate Paralegal certificate. She continued 

working full-time with the Minnesota Geological Survey while taking classes at night. She will 

graduate with her certificate in December 2018. 

On top of that, she has already landed a full-time job as a triage call specialist at Robins Kaplan 

LLP. She completed her 180-hour paralegal internship at the law firm’s Minneapolis location 

and turned that opportunity into a doorway to the legal profession. 

“In my job as a triage call specialist, I meet with potential personal injury or medical malpractice 

clients over the phone, ” she said. “I take down the facts and the timeline of what happened. I 

then discuss the caller’s information with an attorney. If necessary, I will also consult with one of 

the firm’s medical analysts. My goal is to continue learning on the job and become a paralegal.” 

More about Margeurite… 

Margeurite belongs to the Minnesota Paralegal Association. She has a 45-minute commute by 

light rail to Robins Kaplan from her home in St. Paul. When she’s not working, she enjoys doing 

volunteer work for the Minnesota Assistance Council for Veterans. 

“I have a small family that is close and loving,” Margeurite said. “When I have free time, I enjoy 

getting together with friends and family. I’m also looking forward to fixing up my home, starting 

with a kitchen remodel.” 

Paralegals and Legal Assistants 

Assist lawyers by investigating legal facts or preparing legal documents. 

WAGE 

Above the statewide median of $20.07/hour 

Minnesota 
Median: $26.32/hour 

High: $33.50/hour 

Seven-county Twin Cities metro area 

 

https://www.mngs.umn.edu/
https://voices.inverhills.edu/paralegal/courses/pa-1102/
https://voices.inverhills.edu/paralegal/post-graduate-paralegal-certificate-completion-plan/
https://www.robinskaplan.com/
https://www.robinskaplan.com/
https://voices.inverhills.edu/paralegal/paralegal-internship-objectives/
https://www.mnparalegals.org/
https://www.mac-v.org/


Median: $27.08/hour 

High: $34.35/hour 

OUTLOOK 

This career is currently seeing very high growth compared to other careers. Growth rate is 13.2 

percent, or well above the statewide average. 

There will be a need for about 5,885 new Paralegals and Legal Assistants to meet market 

demand between 2014–2024. This includes the demand due to replacement (workers leaving the 

occupation or retiring) as well as growth. 

— Minnesota State CAREERwise Education 
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Margeurite Pettus  

How did the Inver Hills Paralegal program help you enter the law field? 
I was lucky enough to land a great internship at Robins Kaplan LLP when I took the Paralegal 

Internship component of the program. During my internship, a position opened up in the medical 

malpractice/personal injury area of the firm. I applied and landed the triage call specialist 

position I currently hold. I love my new position. The Inver Hills Paralegal program played a 

huge part in helping me get my foot in the door at a great company. 
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What do you like best about the program? 
I enjoyed the legal research and legal writing classes the most. These classes were among the 

most difficult of the program, but also the most interesting. The instruction for these topics was 

excellent and I learned a lot. The skills I took away have provided me with a great foundation to 

start my career in the legal field. 

What advice would you give someone thinking about a career in the legal profession? 
As someone who is on a second career path, I would advise students considering the legal 

profession to reflect on the types of job duties they would find enjoyable. I found my first career 

in environmental science interesting and challenging, but I did not enjoy traveling for the job or 

being outside in all weather conditions. While I attended the Inver Hills Paralegal program, I 

volunteered with the Minnesota Assistance Council for Veterans. This gave me some real world 

experience. I would say to get out there and see what kinds of jobs exist and start thinking early 

on if those jobs would be interesting and rewarding to you. 

Three words that describe you as a professional in your field: 

HARDWORKING. RELIABLE. PASSIONATE. 

Why should Inver Hills alumni stay engaged with the college? 
I am just finishing up the Paralegal Program. I have made connections with alumni and other 

legal professionals through networking. I have found it helpful to hear about the types of jobs 

and experiences alumni of the college have had when they come back and present to our class 

about their current position and what is relevant to do well in their jobs. Opportunities for career 

growth and development can come from many sources and keeping strong network is something 

I value. 

What has been your toughest challenge in life? 

I am a first-generation college student. While both of my parents did attend college, neither of 

them obtained a degree. When I got to college for my undergraduate degree, it was a culture 

shock in that a lot of my classmates came from different backgrounds than me. College opened 

my eyes to how much bigger the world is and how much opportunity exists. 

What is your greatest accomplishment so far? 
Becoming financially stable and independent in my adult life. 

What person has influenced you the most in life? 
My older sister, Misha, has had a huge influence in my life. She attended and graduated from 

college first. She helped me navigate college, and I look to her for advice on any large life 

decisions. 
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1. Favorite season: Fall 

2. Favorite natural feature (e.g., waterfalls, oceans, mountains, 

etc.): Oceans—I enjoyed my visit to the Atlantic off Florida 

3. Favorite sport or physical activity: Riding my bike on urban bike paths 

4. Your national bird if you could have one: Peacock 

5. Place you would most like to visit: Europe  

6. Favorite holiday: Thanksgiving 

7. Your national mammal if you could have one: Boston terrier 

8. Favorite actor or actress: Christopher Walken  

9. Favorite band or performing artist: I don’t have a favorite—there are a lot of good 

bands. Lately, I’ve been in the mood for The Postal Service. 

10. Your personal motto if you had to have one: “Showing up is half the battle.” It’s a 

well-known saying. I heard it somewhere along the way and it really stuck with me. 

I often tell myself this if I don’t feel up to something.  
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11. Coolest thing in the world: Grand Canyon (I haven’t traveled 

a lot, so my worldview is pretty limited). 

12. Scariest thing in the world: Being stranded in the ocean 

13. Favorite all-time TV show: I liked House a lot. 

14. Favorite all-time movie: Love Actually  

15. One thing you most want to accomplish in life: A well-balanced work and social life 

with the financial ability to have a little extra for fun in my free time. 

16. Most valuable material possession: My house  

17. What you would do if you won the $1.5 billion Powerball: Buy a big house near the 

river; buy every person in my family property and have a lot of fun. 

18. Dream occupation: Paralegal 

19. Person you would most like to meet: Seth Myers 

20. Skill you would most like to learn and master: I’d like to take up acrylic painting. 

21. Humankind’s greatest challenge: Managing resources sustainably 

 

https://www.nps.gov/grca/index.htm
https://www.nbc.com/late-night-with-seth-meyers

